CHAPTER XVIII

CHIEF  OF  BUREAU  IN  WASHINGTON

1885-1889

A FEW days before the relief ships went out of commission
President Arthur came to New York, taking quarters at the
Fifth Avenue Hotel, where the commander and other officers of
the three relief ships were received in special audience, being
presented to his Excellency by the Hon. Wm. E. Chandler, the
Secretary of the Navy, and the Hon. Eobert T. Lincoln, Secre-
tary of War, under whose joint supervision the expedition had
been equipped for the work it had just completed so triumph-
antly. President Arthur thanked the officers and men, and
added those of the nation, for their zealous devotion, and for
their successful performance of the duties with which he had
charged them. After a pleasant chat of a half hour, he in-
formed the commander that he had directed the secretary to
promote him to the position of chief of the Bureau of Equip-
ment and Recruiting in the Navy Department, just vacated by
the assignment of Rear Admiral Earl English to the European
station. At the same time, the President informed the com-
mander that he had instructed the secretary to give to Com-
mander Coffin and to Lieutenant Emory any duty they preferred
as most pleasing to them commensurate with their rank.

This information, so far as it related to the commander, came
with so much surprise that, in thanking the President, he stam-
mered in effect the suggestion that he was being rewarded far
beyond what his services merited. The President, with great
courtliness and dignity, replied that he believed he was the
better judge, and that he only wished the law permitted him to
reward the commander more substantially.

Coffin asked assignment to equipment duty at the Navy-Yard,
New York, in order to afford to his beautiful young daughter
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